
HIS – Humility, Intimacy and Surrender 
Session 5 - Hindrances to Abiding in Christ Part 1 

Students of Grace 
 

Bottom Line: Abiding in Him will produce fruit naturally.  This is a byproduct of being connected with Christ. 

 

Read John 15:1-5  

● Remain/abide means to maintain unbroken fellowship with one another; to continue to be present and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

● What are some things that hinder you from spending time, living connected and abiding with Jesus? 
● In John 15:4 what are commanded to do? 
● In these verses 1-5, does Jesus tell us to bear fruit?  
● Do you think that on a whole the church focuses more on abiding or fruit bearing?  
● What are the dangers of getting these out of order? (Work focused as opposed to relationship focused)  

 

Some hindrances to abiding: 

1. Not dealing with sin and disappointment properly (shame) 

● According to Proverbs 24:16 what kind of man falls seven times and gets up again? 

● In order to survive the Christian walk what must we learn to do?  

● According to 2 Peter 1:5-9 what keeps us from being fruitful in Christ?  

 

2. Misinterpreting the Father’s pruning and purging 

● According to Hebrews 12:4-11 why does our Father discipline and correct? 

● Give some examples from your life of “not everything that feels bad is bad”? 

 

3. We don’t know friendship with Christ 

● Read John 15:15-16 

● According to this passage, who’s idea was it to choose you and be your friend? 

● Why is it so hard for us to believe Jesus likes us? 

● What does it to you mean that Christ not only loves you but likes you? 

● What are some characteristics of a great friend to you? 

o Here are some to consider: 

▪ Accepts you for who you are 

▪ Forgives quickly 

▪ Does not use you 

 


